PRESSURE RELIEVING TIE HOLDER 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] The invention relates generally to the field of clothing accessories and is specifically 
directed to a pressure relieving holder for neckties. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0002] Although usage of neckties has generally diminished over the past several years, they are 
still worn with regularity. Neckties, also referred to herein as "ties,'* are part of most men's 
wardrobes, and their use is still essentially required in many situations. Nonetheless, many men 
consider wearing neckties to be a nuisance, in large part because they are often not comfortable 
to wear. Moreover, the diminished use of neckties makes the occasional use seem even more 
uncomfortable, and the lack of regular use means that many men have shirts that are not well 
fitted for use with neckties. Often this is because men generally do not button their collars in 
normal business casual use, and do not use care in selecting the collar size of their shirts. 
Moreover, with the trend away from using ties, it is harder to purchase shirts with 'a specific 
collar size. Improper collar size can make wearing a necktie even more uncomfortable. 

[0003] One approach to comfort problems associated with necktie usage is to simply leave the 
collar unbuttoned. However, it is also necessary to loosen the tie to relieve pressure on the neck, 
and the loosened tie will sag, such that the tie and shirt collar become separated creating an 
unkempt appearance that is generally contrary to the formality usually desired when using a 
necktie. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
[0004] Accordingly, it is desired to provide a simple device that allows a user to relieve the 
pressure often associated with use of a necktie while maintaining the necktie in position to 
maintain a formal appearance. 

[0005] It is a further object of the present invention to provide such a device that is inexpensive 
and easy to manufacture and use. 

[0006] The present invention is directed to a pressure relieving tie holder that may be attached at 
one end to the collar button of a shirt and at the other end to a knot in a necktie worn by a user. 
The device of the present invention comprises a generally elongate body portion having first and 
second ends, a first engagement mechanism located at said first end, for attaching the necktie 
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holding apparatus to the collar button of a shirt and a second engagement mechanism located at 
said second end, for attaching the necktie holding apparatus to a knot formed in a necktie. In one 
embodiment, the first engagement mechanism comprises a button hole in an enlarged area at the 
first end and the second engagement mechanism comprises a hook. In another embodiment, the 
first engagement mechanism is a first hook having a curvature generally lying in a first plane, and 
the second engagement mechanism is a second hook having a curvature in a second plane, 
wherein said first and second planes are generally orthogonal. Preferably the necktie holding 
device is made of plastic, and the distance between said first and second ends is between about 
1.5 and 2.5 inches. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0007] FIG. 1 is a front view of a first embodiment of the present invention showing the 
inventive holder in position on a shirt collar. 

[0008] FIG. 2 is a front view, similar to FIG. 1, after a tie has been attached to the collar. 
[0009] FIG. 3 is a side view of what is shown in FIG. 2. 

[0010] FIGS. 4A - 4C depict three alternative embodiments of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
[0011] In the following description, numerous specific details are set forth to provide a more 
thorough description of the specific embodiments of the invention. It is apparent, however, to 
one skilled in the art, that the invention may be practiced without all the specific details given 
below. Consistent numbering is used in the Figures. 

[0012] FIGS. 1-3 show an embodiment of the tie holder 10 of the present invention positioned 
on a shirt collar. FIG. 1 shows a front view of holder 10 of the present attached to a collar button 
30 on a user's shirt prior to positioning a necktie. FIG. 2 shows the front view of FIG. 1 after the 
necktie has been positioned with its knot secured by the holder. FIG. 3 is a side view of what is 
depicted in FIG. 2. 

[0013] As seen in the figures, holder 10 has a generally elongate body 15 having two ends. At 
the first end is an engagement mechanism for attaching holder 10 to collar button of the user's 
shirt. In FIGS. 1 - 3, the engagement mechanism comprises an enlarged end portion 20 having a 


W02-SF:5SD\6 1406734.1 


-2- 


04LX-1 09391 


buttonhole 25 formed therein. Buttonhole 25 securely attaches to the collar button 30 of the 
user's shirt. 

[0014] The second end of elongate body 15 comprises an attachment mechanism for engaging 
the bottom of knot 70 in a user's necktie 80. In the preferred embodiment, this attachment 
mechanism is hook 40. Thus, as depicted in FIGS. 1-3, necktie 80 is securely engaged and held 
in position by hook 40 on holder 10. This allows a separation between the tie and the collar, 
while holding the tie in position while the shirt is unbuttoned. This relieves pressure in two 
ways: by unbuttoning the collar, and by allowing the necktie to be loosened so that the loop 
formed by the necktie has a slightly larger diameter than if it was fully tightened around the neck. 

[0015] Preferably, holder 10 is made from plastic and is generally rigid, however, some 
resiliency is desirable. When formed of molded or stamped plastic, holder 10 can be 
manufactured and sold at a very low price, such that users will not be concerned if they are lost 
or broken. Preferably, the elongate body is generally flat and the holder has an overall length in 
the range of between about 1.5 inches to about 2.5 inches, such that the tie is held close to the top 
of the collar, thereby maintaining a generally formal appearance while obscuring the fact that the 
user's collar is unbuttoned. In an alternate embodiment, holder may be made from a formed, 
rigid wire having a suitable diameter. The wire may be coated with plastic, rubber or other 
material. Holder 10 may be offered in various colors. Although the holder is not generally 
visible in use, users may wish to make it even less visible by selecting a color which is similar to 
the user's tie. In yet another embodiment, holder 10 may be formed of precious metal, such as 
gold or silver. 

[0016] FIGS. 4A - 4C depict three exemplary alternative embodiments of holders 10 of the 
present invention. FIG. 4A shows an embodiment, as depicted in FIGS. 1 - 3, wherein the first 
end of the holder has a generally square enlarged portion 20. FIG. 4C is similar to FIG. 4A, but 
shows a generally round enlarged portion 20'. In FIG. 4B, depicts an embodiment having two 
hooks, one of which (hook 50) which attaches to the shirt collar button, and the other of which 
(hook 40) attaches to the tie. Hooks 40 and 50 are generally orthogonal to each other, i.e., hook 
40 lies in one plane, such that it projects forward from the shirt collar to engage the knot on a 
necktie, while hook 50 lies flat against the collar, so that it lies a plane parallel to the collar 
button. As further depicted in FIG. 4B, the body of the holder may be generally round in cross 
section, rather than flat. 
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[0017] According to a method of practicing the present invention, a user secures one end of 
holder 10 to the collar button 30 of a shirt using an attachment mechanism on a first end of said 
necktie holder, such as enlarged buttonhole portion 20. The user then ties necktie 80, in a 
traditional manner, around his or her neck, securing the other end of necktie holder 10 to knot 70 
of the necktie using a second attachment mechanism, such as hook 40, at the distal end of holder 
10. The tie is then tightened to so that it rests snuggly on hook 40 with no slack. 

[0018] The present invention thus provides a device and method for holding a necktie in position 
while permitting the user's collar to remain unbuttoned.. The embodiments described above are 
illustrative of the present invention and are not intended to limit the scope of the invention to the 
particular embodiments described. Accordingly, while one or more embodiments of the 
invention have been illustrated and described, it will be appreciated that various changes can be 
made therein without departing from the spirit or essential characteristics thereof. Accordingly, 
the disclosures and descriptions herein are intended to be illustrative, but not limiting, of the 
scope of the invention, which is set forth in the following claims. 
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